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At a meetiiig of some of the hearers of the diBcourae preached by the Rev. Mr. Morison, 
June 4, 1864, Mr. Walter Cornell was chosen a Committee to wait upon Mr. Morison, and 
request a copy for the press; to wliich request the Committee subsequently received the 
following reply : — 

MiLTOir, July 6, 1854. , 

My dear Sir, — I am happy to comply with your request. The general doctrine here 
urged, of passive resistance to an unjust law, is as old as our religion ; and, when it is given 
up, Christianity itself, ceasing to be recognised as the supreme rule of human conduct, wiU 
practid&lly cease to exist among men. If humui laws may interfere in any one case to set 
aside any one of its precepts, they may interfere in any and all cases to set aside any and all 
of its precepts. We have fallen on sad times indeed, if the support of a principle so plain as 
this is to require any peculiar courage on the part ct its defenders in a Christian community. 
Hoping that this Sermon may contribute its mite towards the support of a correct Christian 
sentiment, I am, very respectfiilly, 

J. H. MOSDON. 

Waltxr Cornill, Esq. 
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SERMON. 



Matt. xxv. 31, 32: — "When the son op man shall comb in his olobt, 
and all the holt angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
thbone op his globt ; and bepobe him shall be oathebed all 

NATIONS. 

After the events of the past week, there is but one 
subject possible for us this morning. If those events 
could be taken up out of the heated emotions of the 
day, into the scene foreshadowed in our text, and 
made to appear, as they will appear, in the light of 
that holy presence, it would be the best use that can 
be made of our morning services. But it is not for 
one oppressed by human weaknesses^ hemmed in by 
our human ignorance, and open to the passions and 
excitements of the hour, to undertake here to an- 
ticipate the calm decisions of that pure and august 
tribunal. 

There are times when it is a relief to look up from 
earth to heaven, to pour out our souls in prayer, or 
refresh them amid high and holy objects of medita- 



tion. In sickness and death, when we are painfully 
bowed down by a sense of human weakness and mor- 
tality, it is something to be permitted to look up to 
Him who hath neither beginning of days nor end of 
life; and to still the timiultuous throbbings of our 
grief, by resting on the peaceful bosom of his eternal 
and imchanging love. So, without apparent cause, 
there are seasons of depression, when the world seems 
poor and life hardly worth the having, and objects 
which we once valued lie despised around us ; and it 
seems as if there were nothing here to call out one 
fresh thought or generous affection. Then it is a 
relief to look up from the wintry barrenness and 
desolation around us, to the pure skies and shining 
stars, and to think of the serene abodes and immortal 
joys that await the weary and the faithful beyond their 
flaming bounds. We love, at such times, to think of 
a world where there is no weariness or pain, no dis- 
appointment or injustice, no succession of vain and 
heartless pursuits, no hollow professions, or clashing 
of selfish interests. Then we look even to the judg- 
ments of Heaven with a -sense of consolation and 
relief 

So, in national sorrows, when a people are robbed 
of their dearest privileges by the hand of foreign 
oppression, and the bravest and noblest of the land 
are exposed on scaffolds, or buried in prisons, or driven 
into exile, by the cruel and inhuman acts of foreign 



power, they can at least turn to the All-merciful One, 
and, commending to him their righteous cause, take 
comfort in the thought, that he is for them, though 
all the powers of earth and hell may be combined 
against them. And, in seasons of national profligacy, 
when public affairs seem all to be going wrong, and 
the national faith and honor, and the future well- 
being of millions who shall come after us, are com- 
promised by laws enacted from motives of personal 
ambition ; so long as we do all tliat we can to resist 
and prevent these laws in their passage and in their 
evil consequences, we may look up with a hopeful 
trust to Him who overrules all human affairs, and who 
often, by means which we can neither foresee nor 
devise, confounds the designs of the ungodly. Amid 
the calamities and sorrows which are brought upon 
us by unjust and cruel laws, — when the oppressed 
cry and find no helper, and on the side of the op- 
pressor is power, and even the tribunals of justice 
become instruments of oppression, and the law itself 
a calamity and a curse, — it is a relief to turn from 
these human tribunals, where wrongs are enforced, to 
the pure and righteous judgments of the Almighty, 
where all unrighteous laws shall be repealed, and 
" the cause that was ill judged shall be judged over 
again," and lawgivers and judges be called to account, 
and perfect justice be administered with perfect love. 
And yet there is a feeling at such times, that we 
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all are involved in the guilt, as we all, to some extent, 
are the instruments of wrong, and must all share — 
we and our children — in its consequences. We feel 
that some terrible calamity has fallen upon us all; 
and it is not the least of our sorrows, that we cannot 
look up with hopefulness even to God. His justice 
is arrayed against us. His very mercies are against 
us, on the side of the helpless and the oppressed. We 
cannot, at such times, ask him to bless our native land 
in its present acts ; for that would be to ask him to 
uphold and enforce laws which are crushing out the 
dearest hopes of his children. To ask him to assist 
and bless us as a nation, at such times, is to ask him 
to bless and countenance the heaviest wrongs that 
governments can inflict on the weak and the helpless. 
But, as individuals, we may stand apart. Though, 
in so much of what we most value and look forward 
to for the security and happiness of our children, or 
dread as portents of evil to them, we are involved in 
the common blessing or common calamity, and must 
stand or fall with the country in which our lot has 
been cast ; yet, in all that relates to our own religious 
fidelity and sense of personal responsibility, we may 
stand apart; we may look on in mournful silence; 
we may refuse to lift a hand to enforce what we be- 
lieve a cruel act of injustice ; we may open our homes 
and our hearts to the poor hunted fugitives from 
oppression ; we may cherish in ourselves, and seek to 



awaken in others, feelings of bitter sorrow, indignap 
tion, and repugnance, to acts which ring through the 
air with a sadder dirge than the tolling bells of a thou- 
sand funerals. And when the Saviour of the world, 
in the person of one of the least of his brethren, is 
once more betrayed into the hands of men, and we 
feel that " this is their hour and the power of dark- 
ness," we may, in the muteness of our despair on the 
himian side, absolve ourselves from all participation 
in the crime, and look up in lowliness of heart to the 
great Judge and Arbiter of alL 

Here, for the present at least, there is no hope. A 
great national crime against one of God's helpless 
creatures, like a great moral eclipse, has suddenly 
darkened the whole atmosphere around us, and peo- 
pled the land with its lurid and ill-boding shadows. 
But it is a relief to look up from darkness and oppres- 
sion here, to the judgment-seat of Heaven and the 
holy retributions of eternity. It is a relief and a com- 
fort to think of the coming of the Son of man in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, when he shall 
sit on the throne of his glory, and before him shall be 
gathered all nations. From unjust laws, and acts of 
violence, and streets thronged with armed men to en^ 
force the wrong and to strengthen the hands of the 
oppressor and crush his victim, we turn with a sense 
of relief, and almost of joy,' to that pure tribunal 
before which " the mighty men, and every bondman 
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and every captive," shall stand ; where no unrighteous 
laws shall be recognized, but their makers judged, and 
their victims set free ; where they who have refused to 
assist the least one of Christ's brethren, in sickness or 
in prison, shall hear the sentence, " Depart, ye cursed ; " 
and they who have visited them and ministered unto 
them in real kindness shall hear the word, " Come, ye 
blessed of my Father." " Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it unto 
me. 

It is an unspeakable comfort and relief to look up 
from our narrow, imperfect, and unjust tribunals and 
laws, to such a scene as that when the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and to meditate on the princi- 
ples of justice and mercy which enter into his decisions, 
as he there enforces the great laws of his kingdom. 

The prevalence of the evil makes us indifferent. 
The number of its victims generalizes and weakens 
our emotions. And so we grow hardened to its 
wrongs. But, when we take an individual case ; when 
I have heard a slave-motHer, who had redeemed her- 
self from the land of bondage, speak of her children 
who were still there, without one harsh or angry word 
towards him who kept them in what she feared 
might ruin them body and soul; when I have seen her 
turn her tearful eyes towards heaven with a look of 
anguish which no tongue could express, and then 



speak of death as her only hope in hehalf of her chil- 
dren, — speak of her joy if she could only know that 
her daughter was dead, — in the hands of God, and 
not of man, — I have felt, as you also would feel, 
that slavery has not crushed out the dearest sensibili- 
ties and affections of the heart, or its terrible sense of 
injustice and of wrong. 

But I do not wish to dwell on this sorrowftd sub- 
ject ; though, racked and tortured as our feelings have 
been during the past week, it is impossible to keep it 
long from our thoughts. 

How are we to show our allegiance to Christ, that 
we may be prepared to meet him when he shall come 
in M. gW, 'lie « which he h., he. gi^n i. 
one which admits of no doubt. We are to remember, 
and, so far as lies in our power, to assist the helpless 
and the wronged. But suppose that human laws for- 
bid us to render such sympathy and aid ? Then - it 
is no divided empire that Christ would hold over us. 
There can be no compromises there. His authority is 
supreme ; and by his law, not the law of the land, shall 
we be judged hereafter. 

But, when he was born on earth, he was crowded 
out into a manger, because there was no room for him 
in the inn. And so it has been ever since. Amid the 
busy throngs of men, there has been no room for 
Christ or his religion. The places of business too 
often have no room for him, and so his claims and 
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words are crowded out. The halls of legislation are 
full of their own concerns, and there is no room for 
him or his religion there. The objects of ambition, 
our social engagements, profligacy and crime among 
the poor, profligacy and wickedness in high places, 
oppressive and cruel institutions upheld by cruel and 
oppressive laws, while we are here in our mortal pil- 
grimage, leave no room in the caravan or the inn for 
the Saviour and his claims ; and so he is crowded out. 
But this pilgrimage will soon be ended. Time is but 
for a moment. The judgments of eternity will soon 
press upon us. And where, then, shall be our hopes, 
unless we serve and honor our Master here 1 In that 
hour which must come so soon, when himian hands 
and hearts can render us no further aid, and all our 
earthly hopes and possessions shall drop from us like 
autumnal leaves, and we must leave our pleasant 
friends and homes, and go alone to stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ ; would we look hopefully to 
hiTYi because he has declared to us the words of eternal 
life, and calls to himself them that labor and are heavy- 
laden 1 Then, let us 'remember those other words of 
his : " I was a stranger, and ye took me not in ; sick, 
and in prison, and ye visited me not ; " and so bear 
ourselves in life, that their heavy and terrible condem- 
nation may not fall upon us. The excuses by which 
we soothe our consciences here will be of no avail to 
us there. Before that tribunal the example of wicked 
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or thoughtless men, the heated passions, or the opi- 
nions current among our associates, the laws of society 
or of nations, wUl not excuse us, if we have joined the 
side of unrighteous authority to oppress the poor and 
the friendless, or to keep down the prisoner and him 
that was ready to perish. As we hope for the mercy 
of God here or hereafter, so let us now be kind and 
merciful to those who need our help. Let not the 
toils of society so wind themselves about the heart, 
repressing our genuine and best emotions; let not 
the cares and contests of the world so harden or be- 
numb our moral sensibiKties, or evU mstitutions and 
laws so blind and pervert the conscience, that we shall 
cease to recognize the supreme authority of the great 
and primary duties of humanity. Our first allegiance 
is to God and his laws. To violate or disregard them 
is treason against the majesty of Heaven. No human 
institutions or laws can absolve us from that. Not 
human laws first, — but first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. 

A sad thing it is, — there is no sadder spectacle 
under heaven, — when the two are arrayed, one 
agamst the other, man's laws lifting their puny 
strength against the laws of God; thousands of 
armed men under the laws of the land surrounding 
one poor, helpless fugitive, whose only crime has been 
to seek the liberty which should be dearer to us all 
than life, unmindful of the compassionate aid due to 
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one so helpless and so wronged, in the face of the 
most solemn words of Christ and the most sacred 
laws of God, hurrying him off to hopeless captivity ; 
— it is the saddest spectacle that the sun looks down 
upon in this world of suffering and of sin. It makes 
the heart sick. It causes us to tremhle for the salva- 
tion of our country. It fiUs us with unspeakable 
sorrow for all those who take part in these mournful 
acts. For it is not that one unhappy victim is thus 
consigned to bondage. That is a small thing. But, 
by this public act, the whole authority of the nation 
is called out, through this one man, to strike at the 
very heart of our common humanity, to overthrow 
the great and eternal principles of all right, and to set 
at naught the laws of God and all the humane pre- 
cepts and the authority of Christ. It is because of the 
public sanction which it gives to an inhuman wrong 
thus enforced by the authority of law and the whole 
power of the nation, that this smgle act jars on our 
moral and religious sensibilities with a keener pang 
than a hundred murders perpetrated against law. 
The very temple of justice is profaned. We feel that 
there is no longer any place left for freedom. In this 
one person, the rights of every human being through- 
out the land are violated and set at naught. " So I 
returned, and considered all the oppressions that are 
done under the sun :' and behold the tears of such as 
were oppressed, and they had no comforter ; and on 
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the side of their oppressors there was power ; but they 
had' no comforter. Wherefore I praised the dead 
which are already dead more than the living which 
are yet alive." And from these scenes of injustice and 
violence, is it not a relief to look up to the calm and 
holy judgments of Heaven, administered in perfect 
love, according to the great laws of humanity and 
kindness which are enjoined on every follower of 
Christ? 

These, my brethren, are solemn times. They force 
solemn thoughts upon us, and call for solemn resolu- 
tions. I would lift no hand of violence, and would 
counsel no one to do it, against the law, or against 
those who would enforce the law. They who take 
the sword shall perish by the sword. I look on 
those, who, with weapons of war, would carry out 
this unjust and inhuman law, with sorrow, and with 
silent prayer that God will pity and forgive them. It 
is a fearful thmg, whether under an inhuman law or 
against it, to assume an attitude which may involve 
the shedding of human blood. The appetite for 
blood is inflamed and maddened by that which it 
feeds upon. Life has many ties that are dear and 
precious; and I have no disposition to rush on 
martyrdom. But, sooner than give one look of en- 
couragement to those who 'would enforce such a law, 
or withhold from the prisoner any act or expression 
of kindness and relief which it lies in my power to 
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give, — sooner than that, let this arm fall from its 
socket, and this poor body be blown into atoms by 
their murderous implements of death. For I know 
that my Redeemer liveth; and, in such a cause, I 
should not fear to stand before him, and to see God. 

One moment, let us view this subject in its relation 
to the security of society, and to our national govern- 
ment. That which makes obedience to the law of 
the land a sin in the sight of God, and obedience to 
God's law a crime in the judgment of human tribu- 
nals, — that which makes even those of us who are 
most loyal to the government feel with sinking hearts' 
that here is injustice and cruel oppression embodied in 
a national law, — has, to our human eyes, no bright 
side. Victory on either side is a sorrowful defeat. 
The triumph of law is the triumph of injustice. The 
triumph of right and mercy is the triumph of lawless 
violence. It is all darkness. To disobey the law is 
to weaken the authority of all laws, and let loose all 
the disorganizing elements that are always ready to 
break out and prey upon society ; to obey it is to set 
at naught the more solemn obligations which we owe 
to those divine principles and sanctions which are the 
only safeguards of society, and without which human 
governments become instruments of injustice and op- 
pression, and soon lose their hold on the affections, 
and their authority over the minds, of a people. A 
sadder alternative could not be presented. Let the 
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scenes of the last week be repeated a few times more, 
and the sight of American troops in the streets of 
Boston will be as hateful, and as much associated 
with the idea of cruelty and oppression, as was the 
sight of British troops in 1775. Every sentiment of 
national pride and affection will be mortified and 
destroyed. It is dangerous for a free people, with a 
bun4 sen. of ™L ^uJding ia <L\r^U, to 
become too familiar with the sight of armed men 
called out to enforce what they believe to be an act 
of terrible injustice. If, in these times of intense ex- 
citement, when the strongest possible impressions are 
burnt into the very soul, and men become reckless of 
life, — if, at such times, the flag of our Union to 
which all eyes are turned, is unfolded over the place 
which serves as the prison and the judgment-hall of 
one whose only crime has been that he was bom with 
the love of liberty, and so fled from bondage ; if the 
most conspicuous office of our national flag is, not to 
wave proudly in the forefront of the battle for liberty, 
but to lead a poor, trembling ftigitive back to his 
captivity; if it is to be, not an ensign of freedom 
thrown gladly to the breeze amid the proud acclama- 
tions of those who love to honor it, but hanging 
heavily over the prison-house of the slave, to seal his 
doom, and extinguish the last hope of freedom that 
has dawned upon him, — '■ then it will be time that it 
should be clothed in mourning, and, with muffled 
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drums, and funeral dirges, and tolling bells, follow 
the cofl^ of all true manhood and liberty to their 
dishonored tomb. But, before that hour shall come, 
" tear the tattered ensign down." Trample it in the 
dust. Let not the flag which has served to kindle 
the hopes of a great and glorious nation be put to 
such uses of infamy and shame. 

But I will not, even in this dark hour, indulge in 
such forebodings. There is a nobler spirit still living 
and immortal among us. The union of liberty and 
law for which so many lives have been spent, and 
which once seemed so firmly established on these 
western shores, is not gone. In the words of the 
great and honored chief who led our armies in those 
perilous times, when, though feeble and few, we dared 
to confront the mightiest empire on earth, and march 
with^ naked and bleeding feet through wintry snows 
in defence of human rights, — in the words of that 
great chief, " Inwoven as is the love of liberty with 
every ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of 
mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the attach- 
ment." By that great and honored name, we vnll 
cherish it still. Even wicked laws shall not crush it 
out. Its old fires are not extinguished. Every breeze 
of popular commotion, like those which have been 
created by the aggressions of slavery during the past 
season, will only fan it iijto a more intense flame. 
These laws will be repealed. Its beacon-lights will 
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flame again from every hill-top; and our national 
goyemment, returning once more to its great office of 
framing laws to protect the rights and liberties of all, 
shaU reach out its beneficent and protecting care over 
remote settlements, till the wilderness from sea to sea 
shaU resound with the hum of free industry and 
enterprise; and the peculiar office of our nation 
among the nations of the earth shall be, like that of 
Christ himself, to give Uberty to the captive, to break 
every yoke of the oppressor, and let the oppressed go 
free. And what a mission will it be! With what 
emotions of honor and pride shall we go with our 
national baoner to the uttermost parts of the earth ! 
The oppressed everywhere will hail its coming with 
acclamations of gladness, and foUow it as it departs 
with grateful benedictions. No nation ever set out 
on a career of glory with such advantages, " except 
these bonds." Let no recreancy on the part of her 
sons, no miserable entanglements of party ties, or 
electioneering intrigues, or plausible claims of injus- 
tice and established wrong, ever dissolve the alle- 
giaace which we owe to her, and by which we are 
boimd to defend her from every act which can tarnish 
her purity and her honor. Then will our country be 
like the good Samaritan among the nations of the 
earth, — nay, like Christ himself, — the refuge of 
them that labor, and are heavy-laden. When the 
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Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
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angels with hun, in the laws of righteous retribution 
which follow the conduct of nations, he will recog- 
nize her beneficent mission, and will bless her. " I 
was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was 
sick, and ye visited me ; I was in prison, and ye came 
imto me. Inasmuch as ye have done it imto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me." Advancing centuries shall witness our national 
greatness, peace within our walls, and prosperity 
within our palaces. And, if the day which comes to 
nations shall at last come to her, when her bulwarks 
and her defences shall be broken down, true to the 
last, her influence will outlive her existence ; and her 
example will everywhere continue to bring hope to 
the captive, and to nations struggling for liberty and 
law, as the light of some distant star continues to 
shine upon us in all its purity, ages after it has itself 
ceased to exist. 



